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 Mission Statement 
 

We believe that all children matter and that learning should be fun, purposeful and challenging. 

Ethos 

The values of Jotmans Hall School underpin all the work we do: 

E.R.I.C. 
Effort, Respect, Independence, Communication 

 

The children are at the heart of every decision we make to ensure that they are happy, confident and that the 
opportunities that are provided for them are relevant to their needs both now and in the future. 

 

Aims 

All children should: 

1. Learn from a curriculum that is broad and balanced, as well as stimulating, effective and challenging. 
 

2. Have their work and contribution to the school recognised and valued. 
 

3. Have the right to enjoy and learn from a curriculum that fosters equal opportunities. 
 

4. Be encouraged to develop a sense of citizenship through learning about their own religion and 
culture, and through learning about those of others. 

 

5. Be helped to have respect for themselves and their environment and to develop respect for, and 
responsibility towards others in school and in the wider community. 

 

Jotmans Hall Primary School aims to be an energetic school where children are enthusiastic and motivated to 
achieve their full potential. 

Everybody at Jotmans Hall Primary School works hard to reach the highest standards in everything we do and 
this is further embedded through our successful relationships with parents, the local community and the other 

schools in the local area. 

 

Equality Statement 

At Jotmans Hall Primary School we are committed to: 

● Promoting equality of opportunity 

● Eliminating discrimination and harassment 

● Valuing diversity and promoting positive relationships 

● Providing an inclusive education which enables all pupils to develop their full potential meeting the 

requirements of the Equality Act 2010. 

 

(The full JHS Equality Statement can be found on our website: www.jotmanshall.co.uk) 

 

 

Eric the Owl 
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Jotmans Hall Curriculum Principles and Inclusion 

At Jotmans Hall Primary School we are committed to providing an inclusive, ambitious, and accessible 

curriculum for all pupils. We believe every child should be supported to participate fully and achieve success, 

regardless of ability, background, language, or additional need. Through high-quality teaching, adaptive 

teaching approaches, appropriate challenge, and effective support, we ensure that all pupils, including those 

with SEND, disadvantaged pupils, vulnerable pupils, and pupils with EAL, can access learning, make 

progress, and develop confidence and independence. We promote equality of opportunity, celebrate diversity, 

and make reasonable adjustments where necessary to enable every child to thrive. 

The teaching of foundational skills is embedded throughout our curriculum to support pupils in becoming 

confident, independent, and effective learners. In line with the principles outlined in Strong foundations in the 

first years of school, we prioritise the explicit teaching and regular practice of communication, language, 

reading, writing, and mathematical understanding to ensure pupils develop secure foundations for future 

learning. We place a strong emphasis on oracy, enabling pupils to develop vocabulary, articulate their thinking 

clearly, listen respectfully, and engage in purposeful discussion across all subjects. Metacognitive approaches 

are taught explicitly to help pupils plan, monitor, and evaluate their learning, developing resilience, self-

regulation, and problem-solving skills. Through consistent modelling, questioning, retrieval practice, and 

opportunities for reflection, pupils are supported to build and remember more over time, enabling them to 

apply knowledge and skills confidently across the curriculum and beyond. We also value meaningful cross-

curricular opportunities that enable pupils to make connections between subjects, apply their learning in 

different contexts, and deepen their understanding through rich, purposeful experiences across the wider 

curriculum. 
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1. Purpose of the policy 

This policy reflects the aims and values of Jotmans Hall Primary School. It ensures all stakeholders, including 

staff, governors, parents and pupils, are working towards the same goals. 

The purpose of this policy is to: 

● Set out a framework for all teaching and non-teaching staff, giving guidance on planning, teaching 

and assessment 

● Demonstrate adherence to the National Curriculum objectives and guidelines (if appropriate) 

● Provide clear information to parents and carers about what their children will be taught 

● Allow the governing board to monitor the curriculum 

● Provide Ofsted inspectors with evidence of curriculum planning and implementation 

 

This policy will be available on our school website www.jotmanshall.co.uk  

 

2. Subject Intent 

At Jotmans Hall Primary School, we intend for our History curriculum to inspire curiosity, critical thinking and a 

lifelong fascination with the past. Through an enquiry-led approach, pupils are encouraged to ask thoughtful 

questions, investigate evidence, debate ideas and communicate their understanding with confidence through 

purposeful oracy opportunities. Rooted in the Department for Education National Curriculum, our curriculum is 

ambitious, inclusive and carefully sequenced to ensure all children develop secure substantive and 

disciplinary knowledge over time. 

Our curriculum is designed to enable pupils to build a coherent understanding of Britain’s past and the wider 

world, making meaningful connections between periods of history, civilisations and significant events. Through 

carefully planned enquiries, children explore how the past has shaped the present whilst developing their 

ability to think and work as historians. Learning is enriched through discussion, debate, storytelling, artefacts, 

educational visits and immersive experiences which deepen engagement and strengthen cultural capital. 

Central to our curriculum are our “History Super Skills”: chronology, knowledge, enquiry, cause and effect, 

comparison, and communication. These skills are progressively developed throughout the school, enabling 

pupils to place events in order, analyse similarities and differences, understand why events happened, 

evaluate historical sources and communicate ideas using historical vocabulary with increasing confidence and 

accuracy. Through high-quality talk and collaborative learning, pupils learn to articulate opinions, justify 

viewpoints and engage respectfully with different perspectives. 

http://www.jotmanshall.co.uk/
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We aim for all pupils to leave Jotmans Hall as confident, reflective and knowledgeable historians who can 

think critically about the past, understand its impact on the modern world and develop a strong sense of 

identity, diversity and British Values. 
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3. Aims and outcomes 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

In EYFS at Jotmans Hall Primary School, we aim to offer our children a stimulating, exciting and challenging 

curriculum and environment, which inspires them and motivates them to learn.  We engage the children 

through opportunities for purposeful play, both indoors and out.  Our goal is to develop the whole child, in 

order to sow the seeds for a love of learning. 
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Through the seven areas of the EYFS curriculum: Communication and Language; Physical Development; 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development; Literacy; Mathematics; Understanding the World and 

Expressive Arts and Design, we lay the foundations for our children to access the subjects of the National 

Curriculum, once they move into Year 1 and beyond. 

 

National Curriculum 

By the time pupils leave the school, they should: 

● Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the 
earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced 
and been influenced by the wider world 

● Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient 
civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; 
achievements and follies of mankind 

● Be able to use a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, 
‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

● Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 
difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame 
historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

● Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make 
historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been 
constructed 

● Have historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts: understanding 
the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, 
military, political, religious and social history; and between short and long-term timescales 

 

4. Teaching and learning 

 
History is taught in single/mixed-age classes by class teachers. Lesson plans are based around the subject’s 
long-term plan and resources available, with objectives adapted to suit the stage of development for the pupils 
in each class. The teaching of history might involve:  

 

● Whole-class teaching 

● Small group discussions 

● Reading from textbooks 

● Handling artifacts 

● Looking at historical photographs 

● Individual projects/research 

● Role play 

● Field trips 

● External speakers 
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5. Curriculum Implementation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year A Year 1 Childhood Then and Now coming soon. 
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Year A Year 3&4 Pre-Historic Britain coming soon. 
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. 

 

 

 

   
Year A Year 5&6 Saxons & Celts coming soon. 
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Impact 

The impact of our History curriculum at Jotmans Hall Primary School is that pupils develop into confident, 
articulate and knowledgeable historians who are able to think critically about the past and make meaningful 
connections to the present. Through our enquiry-led curriculum, pupils demonstrate a secure understanding of 
historical concepts, build chronological awareness and apply disciplinary skills with increasing independence 
and sophistication as they progress through the school. 

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, remember and understand the knowledge, skills 
and vocabulary outlined within the Department for Education National Curriculum. Pupils leave each unit able 
to answer overarching enquiry questions, justify opinions using evidence and communicate their 
understanding effectively through discussion, debate and written outcomes. They are able to use historical 
vocabulary accurately, analyse sources critically and explain similarities, differences, causes and 
consequences across different periods of history. 

Assessment is integral to the teaching and learning cycle and is used purposefully to ensure that all pupils 
make strong progress from their starting points. Through responsive teaching, retrieval practice, questioning, 
pupil discussion and low-stakes assessment opportunities, teachers continually identify misconceptions and 
gaps in understanding to adapt planning and provide appropriate support or challenge. Our curriculum is built 
on the belief that all pupils can achieve success in history through high expectations, adaptive teaching and a 
carefully sequenced curriculum. 

The impact of our curriculum is evident through pupils who: 

● Demonstrate secure historical knowledge and understanding over time; 
● Retain and recall prior learning, making links across historical periods and themes; 
● Apply the History Super Skills of chronology, enquiry, knowledge, cause and effect, comparison and 

communication with confidence; 
● Engage in high-quality oracy, articulating ideas clearly, debating viewpoints respectfully and justifying 

conclusions using evidence; 
● Show curiosity, resilience and enthusiasm when exploring the past; 
● Develop a strong understanding of diversity, identity, British Values and the wider world. 

The quality of education in History is continually evaluated through a rigorous cycle of monitoring, evaluation 
and review led by subject leaders and senior leaders. This includes pupil voice, work scrutiny, lesson visits, 
climate walks, assessment analysis and curriculum reviews to ensure consistency, progression and high 
expectations across the school. Subject leaders work collaboratively with staff to identify strengths, address 
priorities and drive continual improvement through targeted action planning and professional development. 

Ultimately, pupils leave Jotmans Hall equipped with the historical knowledge, vocabulary and critical thinking 
skills needed for the next stage of their education and as informed, reflective citizens in modern Britain. 

 

6. Cross-curricular links 

Many subjects will feed into other areas of the curriculum. Provide a list of the other subjects and a brief 
summary of where these links occur. For example: 
 

History shares links with the following subjects: 

● English: development of literacy skills through reading and writing 

● Maths: analysing numerical data and understanding chronological terminology 

● RE: deeper understanding of different religions and their influence 

● ICT: use of the internet for research and presentation 

● Geography: reading maps and a greater awareness of global and local changes 
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● Spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC): encourages empathy towards other cultures and 
religions, and reflection on moral issues 

● Metacognition: creating chronological timelines of events using thinking frames.  

The above list is not exhaustive and may be adapted to suit specific contexts. 
 

7. Curriculum Impact 

7.1 Assessment 

At Jotmans Hall Primary School, assessment is used to help staff understand what pupils have learnt before, 
what they need to learn now and what they will learn next. Assessment is an integral part of our enquiry-led 
History curriculum and is carefully designed to ensure pupils develop secure historical knowledge, disciplinary 
skills and confidence in communicating their understanding through oracy and discussion. 

End points are set in line with the Department for Education National Curriculum. By the end of each key 
stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the knowledge, skills and concepts outlined within 
the programme of study. 

Assessment for learning is continuous throughout the planning, teaching and learning cycle. It is used to 
identify strengths, misconceptions and gaps in understanding so that teaching can be adapted to support, 
challenge and move learning forward. We believe that all pupils can achieve success in History through high 
expectations, adaptive teaching and a carefully sequenced curriculum which supports both breadth and depth 
of learning. 

At the beginning of each new topic, pupils complete a Thinking Frame linked to the overarching enquiry 
question. This allows teachers to assess prior knowledge, vocabulary and understanding whilst giving pupils 
the opportunity to share initial ideas and historical understanding. At the end of the topic, pupils revisit their 
Thinking Frame using a different coloured pen to add new learning, vocabulary and understanding. This 
demonstrates clear progression in knowledge and enables pupils to reflect on how their understanding has 
developed throughout the unit. 

Each History lesson begins with a “Sticky Question” retrieval activity which revisits key learning from the 
previous lesson. These low-stakes retrieval opportunities are designed to strengthen long-term memory, 
revisit historical vocabulary and help pupils make links across lessons and historical periods. Retrieval 
practice plays a key role in helping pupils know more and remember more over time. 

At the end of each lesson, pupils complete an “ERIC’s Key Question Quiz” which assesses understanding of 
the lesson’s core knowledge and concepts. These quizzes provide immediate feedback for both pupils and 
teachers, allowing misconceptions to be addressed quickly and informing future planning and teaching 
sequences. 

Each topic culminates in a class debate based on the overarching enquiry question. Through these debates, 
pupils revisit and synthesise the knowledge gained throughout the unit, applying the History Super Skills of 
chronology, enquiry, knowledge, cause and effect, comparison and communication. Pupils are encouraged to 
articulate opinions, justify viewpoints using evidence and engage respectfully with alternative perspectives, 
developing both historical understanding and high-quality oracy skills. 

Pupils’ progress is continually monitored through retrieval activities, questioning, discussion, written 
outcomes, quizzes, pupil voice and teacher observations. Assessment information is used to ensure all pupils 
make strong progress from their starting points and achieve age-related expectations. 

Termly data is uploaded to the Insight data system to support subject leaders and class teachers in monitoring 
whole-school attainment and progress, enabling the identification of areas requiring further development or 
intervention. 

 



  

 

 

Page | 20 

Subject Leader Monitoring 

Subject leader monitoring will include: 

● Work sampling to ensure progression in knowledge, vocabulary and historical skills; 
● Pupil discussions to assess understanding, retention and depth of learning; 
● Monitoring planning to ensure full curriculum coverage and progression; 
● Monitoring the effective use of retrieval practice and assessment strategies; 
● Checking opportunities for high-quality oracy, reading and writing across the curriculum; 
● Monitoring pupils’ understanding and application of key vocabulary; 
● Climate walks and lesson visits; 
● Gathering and responding to stakeholder voice, including pupils; 
● Monitoring links to PSHE, British Values, Relationships Education, Equality and Behaviours for 

Learning. 

Subject leaders will: 

● Work collaboratively with teachers to ensure pupils are supported and challenged effectively; 
● Monitor attainment and progress across the subject; 
● Identify priorities for development through ongoing evaluation; 
● Produce and implement an annual action plan to drive continual curriculum improvement. 

Marking and Feedback 

Children receive regular feedback in line with the school’s Feedback and Marking Policy. Feedback is 
purposeful, timely and focused on moving learning forward, supporting pupils to develop confidence, accuracy 
and independence within History. 

Recording 

In history, pupils will record their learning in the following ways: 

● Topic books or folders 

● Reception – Tapestry Learning Journal and Class Photo book.  

This may take the form of photographs, pictures, notes or written work, and may be worksheet-based or fully 
independent.  

 

8. Resources 

8.1 Textbooks and other equipment 

Located upstairs in the school house.  

● Old Telephones – Large tray: of phones 

● Toys – med tray x 2: a range of old toys. 

● Timelines - med tray: set of timeline posters 

● London – large tray: posters, information books and artefacts 

● WWI – small tray: information books 

● Life stories – small trays: information books about famous peole and ordinary people and their daily 

lives; KS1 & KS2 resources 

● WWII – med tray: artefacts and information books 

● Vikings – large tray: information books, set of KS2 text books 

● Britain since 1930 – large tray: text books , information books, more on WWII 

● Tudors – large tray: information books and KS2 text books 

● Anglo Saxons – large tray: information books, Anglo Saxn text books, invaders and settlers text 

books; historical maps resource book 
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● Stone Age – med tray: KS2 text books 

● Normans & Castles – large tray: information books 

● Holidays & Southend – med tray: information books, KS1 History resource sheets book. 

● Kings & Queens – small tray: a few resources 

● Ancient Greece – med tray: information books 

● Ancient Greece – large tray: artefacts 

● Ancient Egypt – large tray x 2:ks2 text books and information books; some artefacts 

● Old Irons – med tray: Old irons! 

● Ancient Greece – large tray: artefacts 

● Ancient Greece – med tray: Information books and text books 

● Local History – med tray: Information books 

● Homes – small tray: information books 

● Old Bottles and jars – med tray 

● Romans – large tray: information books and text books 

● Victorians – large tray : information books and text books 

 

8.2 Enhancing the Curriculum 

We intend to inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the Britain’s past and that of the wider world. 
Our teaching equips pupils with knowledge about the history of Britain and how it has influenced and been 
influenced by the wider world; know and understand about significant aspects of the history of the wider world 
like ancient civilisations and empires; changes in living memory and beyond living memory; learn about the 
lives of significant people of the past; understand the methods of historical enquiry and be able to ask and 
answer questions. We want children to enjoy and love learning about history by gaining this knowledge and 
skills, not just through experiences in the classroom, but also with the use of fieldwork and educational visits. 
 

9. Roles and responsibilities 

9.1 Headteacher 

The headteacher at our school will: 

● Support the subject leader but also hold them to account for the effectiveness of the subject 

● Ensure subject action plans are suitable 

● Monitor the quality of resources 

● Support staff through the provision of training and resources 

● Monitor the planning and delivery of the subject 

● Ensure the requirements of the National Curriculum are met 

● Ensure this policy is reviewed according to the timescales set out  

● Monitor pupil and parent engagement with the subject 

9.2 Subject leader 

The subject leaders at our school will: 

● Prepare and review subject policy and curriculum plans 

● Promote the study of the subject throughout the school 

● Monitor the teaching and assessment of the subject 

● Attend appropriate CPD  

● Stay informed regarding developments in the study and teaching of the subject 

● Evaluate resources 
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● Provide training and CPD to staff on the subject curriculum and its delivery, and keep them informed 
about subject developments nationally  

● Assess the impact of the subject curriculum on pupils’ learning and development 

● Make presentations to governors on the subject and how it is being taught 

9.3 Governing Body 

The Governing Body at our school will: 

● Monitor the impact of the subject across the school and on pupils   

● Monitor teacher workload and professional development 

● Keep up to date with the curriculum (what's taught, why it's taught, and how it's taught) 

9.4 Classroom teacher 

Classroom teachers at our school will: 

● Teach and assess the subject according to the principles laid out in this policy 

● Report to the subject leader 

● Maintain subject knowledge and appropriate CPD 

 

10. Inclusion 

Teachers set high expectations for all pupils in History. They will use appropriate assessment to set ambitious 
targets and plan challenging work for all groups, including: 

● More able pupils 

● Pupils with low prior attainment 

● Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds 

● Pupils with special educational needs (SEN) 

● Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL) 

Teachers will plan lessons so pupils with SEN and/or disabilities can study History, wherever possible, and 
ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving. 

Teachers will also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not English. Lessons will be 
planned so that teaching opportunities help pupils to develop their English, and to support pupils to take part 
in History. 

Further information can be found in our statement of equality information and objectives, and in our SEN 
policy and information report. 

 

11. Links to other policies 

This subject policy links to the following policies and procedures: 

● Curriculum Policy 

● Assessment policy 

● Feedback and Marking policy 

● SEN policy 

 

12. Monitoring and review 
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This policy will be reviewed by staff and trustees every 2 years  


