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 Mission Statement 

 

We believe that all children matter and that learning should be fun, purposeful and challenging. 

Ethos 

The values of Jotmans Hall School underpin all the work we do: 

E.R.I.C. 

Effort, Respect, Independence, Communication 

 

The children are at the heart of every decision we make to ensure that they are happy, confident and that 

the opportunities that are provided for them are relevant to their needs both now and in the future. 

 

Aims 

All children should: 

1. Learn from a curriculum that is broad and balanced, as well as stimulating, effective and 

challenging. 

 

2. Have their work and contribution to the school recognised and valued. 

 

3. Have the right to enjoy and learn from a curriculum that fosters equal opportunities. 

 

4. Be encouraged to develop a sense of citizenship through learning about their own religion and 

culture, and through learning about those of others. 

 

5. Be helped to have respect for themselves and their environment and to develop respect for, and 

responsibility towards others in school and in the wider community. 

 

Jotmans Hall Primary School aims to be an energetic school where children are enthusiastic and motivated 

to achieve their full potential. 

Everybody at Jotmans Hall Primary School works hard to reach the highest standards in everything we do 

and this is further embedded through our successful relationships with parents, the local community and the 

other schools in the local area. 

Eric the Owl 
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Equality Statement 

At Jotmans Hall Primary School we are committed to: 

• Promoting equality of opportunity 

• Eliminating discrimination and harassment 

• Valuing diversity and promoting positive relationships 

• Providing an inclusive education which enables all pupils to develop their full potential meeting the 

requirements of the Equality Act 2010. 

 

(The full JHS Equality Statement can be found on our website: www.jotmanshall.co.uk) 

 

Jotmans Hall Curriculum Principles and Inclusion 

At Jotmans Hall Primary School we are committed to providing an inclusive, ambitious, and accessible 

curriculum for all pupils. We believe every child should be supported to participate fully and achieve success, 

regardless of ability, background, language, or additional need. Through high-quality teaching, adaptive 

teaching approaches, appropriate challenge, and effective support, we ensure that all pupils, including those 

with SEND, disadvantaged pupils, vulnerable pupils, and pupils with EAL, can access learning, make progress, 

and develop confidence and independence. We promote equality of opportunity, celebrate diversity, and 

make reasonable adjustments where necessary to enable every child to thrive. 

The teaching of foundational skills is embedded throughout our curriculum to support pupils in becoming 

confident, independent, and effective learners. In line with the principles outlined in Strong foundations in 

the first years of school, we prioritise the explicit teaching and regular practice of communication, language, 

reading, writing, and mathematical understanding to ensure pupils develop secure foundations for future 

learning. We place a strong emphasis on oracy, enabling pupils to develop vocabulary, articulate their 

thinking clearly, listen respectfully, and engage in purposeful discussion across all subjects. Metacognitive 

approaches are taught explicitly to help pupils plan, monitor, and evaluate their learning, developing 

resilience, self-regulation, and problem-solving skills. Through consistent modelling, questioning, retrieval 

practice, and opportunities for reflection, pupils are supported to build and remember more over time, 

enabling them to apply knowledge and skills confidently across the curriculum and beyond. We also value 

meaningful cross-curricular opportunities that enable pupils to make connections between subjects, apply 

their learning in different contexts, and deepen their understanding through rich, purposeful experiences 

across the wider curriculum. 
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1. Purpose of the policy 

This policy reflects the aims and values of Jotmans Hall Primary School. It ensures all stakeholders, including 

staff, governors, parents and pupils, are working towards the same goals. 

Ensure you consider the potential audience for your policy and what information they will want. Your 

audience may include teaching and non-teaching staff, governors, parents and Ofsted inspectors. 

The purpose of this policy is to: 

 Set out a framework for all teaching and non-teaching staff, giving guidance on planning, teaching and 

assessment. 

 Demonstrate adherence to the National Curriculum objectives and guidelines (if appropriate) 

 Provide clear information to parents and carers about what their children will be taught. 

 Allow the governing board to monitor the curriculum. 

 Provide Ofsted inspectors with evidence of curriculum planning and implementation. 

 

This policy will be available on our school website www.jotmanshall.co.uk  

 

2. Subject Intent 

At Jotmans Hall Primary School, we believe that Geography helps children make sense of the world around 

them and their place within it. Our Geography curriculum is ambitious, inclusive and designed to inspire 

curiosity, fascination and respect for people, places and environments at a local, national and global scale. 

Through an enquiry-led curriculum, pupils are encouraged to ask geographical questions, investigate 

evidence, analyse information and draw reasoned conclusions. We aim to develop confident young 

geographers who can think critically about the world and understand the relationships between people, 

places and environments. 

Our curriculum is carefully sequenced to ensure the progressive development of both substantive 

geographical knowledge and disciplinary geographical skills. Pupils build an understanding of physical and 

human geography, environmental change, sustainability, settlements, trade, climate and global 

interdependence whilst developing the skills needed to think and work as geographers. 

A strong emphasis is placed on oracy, discussion and debate. Pupils are encouraged to articulate their ideas, 

justify viewpoints, use subject-specific vocabulary accurately and engage respectfully with different 

perspectives. Through geographical enquiries, children learn to communicate their understanding clearly 

and develop the confidence to discuss complex issues affecting the world today. 

http://www.jotmanshall.co.uk/
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Fieldwork forms a central part of our enquiry-led Geography curriculum. We make full use of our extensive 

school grounds and outdoor spaces to provide regular opportunities for children to investigate geographical 

questions, collect and analyse data, and communicate their findings. Through fieldwork on the school site, 

local area studies and educational visits, pupils develop the skills of observation, measurement, recording, 

interpretation and evaluation. Children are encouraged to discuss their findings, present evidence, debate 

geographical issues and draw conclusions using accurate geographical vocabulary. These first-hand 

experiences help pupils develop a deeper understanding of geographical concepts and strengthen their 

connection with the world around them. 

Pupils develop practical geographical skills through the use of maps, atlases, globes, aerial photographs, 

digital mapping technologies and a range of fieldwork techniques. They learn how to collect, present and 

interpret data, identify patterns, compare locations and understand geographical processes at different 

scales. 

Our Geography curriculum is designed to align with the National Curriculum and reflects Ofsted's 

expectations for a knowledge-rich curriculum that develops deep understanding over time. We aim to 

ensure that all pupils, regardless of background or starting point, acquire the knowledge, skills and 

vocabulary necessary to become informed, responsible and active citizens who are prepared to contribute 

positively to an ever-changing world. 

Ultimately, we want every child to develop a lifelong interest in Geography, leaving Jotmans Hall with a 

secure understanding of the world, an appreciation of diverse communities and cultures, and the confidence 

to explore, question and shape the future. 
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3. Aims and outcomes 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

In the Early Years Foundation Stage at Jotmans Hall Primary School, we provide children with rich 

opportunities to explore, investigate and make sense of the world around them. Through the Understanding 

the World area of learning, we encourage children to develop curiosity about people, places and 

environments, both within their immediate surroundings and beyond. 

Our enquiry-based approach enables children to ask questions, observe closely, notice similarities and 

differences, and talk about their discoveries. We place a strong emphasis on communication and language, 

encouraging children to develop their vocabulary, share ideas, discuss their experiences and explain their 

thinking. 

Children are introduced to early geographical concepts through purposeful play, exploration and first-hand 

experiences. They learn about their local area, school grounds and wider community, whilst also developing 

an awareness of places beyond their own experiences. Through the use of maps, globes, stories, 

photographs, role play and outdoor learning, children begin to understand how people and places are 

connected. 

We make full use of our extensive school grounds and outdoor environment to provide meaningful 

opportunities for exploration, observation and investigation. These experiences help children develop a 

sense of place, an understanding of the natural world and an appreciation of how to care for their 

environment. 

By the end of EYFS, children will have developed the curiosity, vocabulary, knowledge and enquiry skills that 

provide strong foundations for future geographical learning and support their transition into the National 

Curriculum in Key Stage 1. 

National Curriculum 

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:  

• Know and develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both 

terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these 

provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes  

• Know and understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features 

of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change 

over time. 

• Know and are competent in the geographical skills needed to:  
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o collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of 

fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes. 

o interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, 

aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 

o communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, 

numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length. 

 

4. Teaching and learning 

 

Geography is taught in single/mixed-age classes by class teachers. Lesson plans are based around the 

subject’s long-term plan and resources available, with objectives adapted to suit the stage of development 

for the pupils in each class. The teaching of Geography might involve:  

• Whole-class teaching 

• Small group discussions 

• Reading from textbooks 

• Handling artefacts 

• Looking at geographical photographs 

• Individual projects/research 

• Role play 

• Field trips 

• External speakers 
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5. Curriculum Implementation 

 Rolling Programme Year A Rolling Programme Year B 

Year Group: 1/2 3/4 5/6 1/2 3/4 5/6 

Autumn 
Weather and 

Seasons 

Countries of 

the World 

Extreme 

Earth 
Local Area 

North 

America 

South 

America 

Spring 
Around the 

World 
Italy Today 

Marvellous 

Maps 
London 

Our Local 

Area 

Our 

European 

Neighbours 

Summer 
Seas and 

Coasts 

Where does 

our food 

come from? 

Investigating 

Coasts 
My World In the Desert Raging Rivers 
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Geography Curriculum 

At Jotmans Hall Primary School, we intend our high-quality Geography curriculum to be fully inclusive and 

accessible to every child. Our aims are to fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum for Geography by 

providing a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum that ensures the progressive development of 

geographical knowledge, concepts and skills, whilst fostering a lifelong love of geography. 

We aim to inspire pupils' curiosity and fascination about the world and its people through an enquiry-led 

curriculum that encourages children to ask questions, investigate, explore and think critically about the 

world around them. Our teaching equips pupils with knowledge of places, people, environments, physical 

and human processes, and the interaction between them. 

We develop pupils' geographical skills through fieldwork, map work, data collection and analysis, and the use 

of maps, atlases, globes, aerial photographs and digital mapping technologies. Children are encouraged to 

communicate their findings, justify their opinions and engage in discussion and debate using accurate 

geographical vocabulary. 

We make full use of our extensive school grounds, local area and educational visits to provide meaningful 

first-hand experiences that bring geography to life. Through these opportunities, children develop a deeper 

understanding of their local community, the wider world and their role as responsible global citizens. 
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6. Cross-curricular links 

Geography shares links with the following subjects: 

• English: development of literacy skills through reading and writing 

• Maths: analysing numerical data and understanding geographical terminology 

• RE: deeper understanding of different religions and their influence 

• ICT: use of the internet for research 

• History: how events of the past affect geographical features of today. 

• Spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC): encourages empathy towards other cultures and 

religions, and reflection on moral issues 

• Metacognition: to encourage the children to know, apply and understand their geographical 

knowledge and skills and to use these independently in their learning. 

7. Curriculum Impact 

The impact of our Geography curriculum at Jotmans Hall Primary School is that pupils develop into curious, 

confident and knowledgeable geographers who are able to think critically about the world around them and 

understand their place within it. Through our enquiry-led curriculum, pupils demonstrate a secure 

understanding of geographical concepts, build knowledge of places, people and environments, and apply 

geographical skills with increasing independence and sophistication as they progress through the school. 

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, remember and understand the knowledge, skills 

and vocabulary outlined within the Department for Education National Curriculum. Pupils leave each unit 

able to answer overarching enquiry questions, justify opinions using evidence and communicate their 

understanding effectively through discussion, debate and written outcomes. They are able to use 

geographical vocabulary accurately, analyse information critically and explain relationships between physical 

and human geography at local, national and global scales. 

Assessment is integral to the teaching and learning cycle and is used purposefully to ensure that all pupils 

make strong progress from their starting points. Through responsive teaching, retrieval practice, 

questioning, pupil discussion and low-stakes assessment opportunities, teachers continually identify 

misconceptions and gaps in understanding to adapt planning and provide appropriate support or challenge. 

Our curriculum is built on the belief that all pupils can achieve success in Geography through high 

expectations, adaptive teaching and a carefully sequenced curriculum. 

The impact of our curriculum is evident through pupils who: 

• Demonstrate secure geographical knowledge and understanding over time; 

• Retain and recall prior learning, making links across places, environments and geographical themes; 
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• Apply geographical skills including enquiry, fieldwork, observation, map work, data analysis and 

communication with confidence; 

•  Engage in high-quality oracy, articulating ideas clearly, debating geographical issues respectfully and 

justifying conclusions using evidence; 

• Use maps, atlases, globes, aerial photographs and digital technologies effectively to investigate and 

interpret the world around them; 

• Show curiosity, resilience and enthusiasm when exploring geographical questions and challenges; 

• Develop an understanding of sustainability, environmental responsibility, diversity and global 

citizenship. 

The quality of education in Geography is continually evaluated through a rigorous cycle of monitoring, 

evaluation and review led by subject leaders and senior leaders. This includes pupil voice, work scrutiny, 

lesson visits, climate walks, assessment analysis and curriculum reviews to ensure consistency, progression 

and high expectations across the school. Subject leaders work collaboratively with staff to identify strengths, 

address priorities and drive continual improvement through targeted action planning and professional 

development. 

Ultimately, pupils leave Jotmans Hall equipped with the geographical knowledge, vocabulary and critical 

thinking skills needed for the next stage of their education and as informed, responsible and active citizens 

who are prepared to contribute positively to an ever-changing world. 

7.1 Assessment 

At Jotmans Hall Primary School, assessment is used to help staff understand what pupils have learnt before, 

what they need to learn now and what they will learn next. Assessment is an integral part of our enquiry-led 

Geography curriculum and is carefully designed to ensure pupils develop secure geographical knowledge, 

disciplinary skills and confidence in communicating their understanding through oracy, discussion and 

debate. 

End points are set in line with the Department for Education National Curriculum. By the end of each key 

stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the knowledge, skills and concepts outlined within 

the programme of study. 

Assessment for learning is continuous throughout the planning, teaching and learning cycle. It is used to 

identify strengths, misconceptions and gaps in understanding so that teaching can be adapted to support, 

challenge and move learning forward. We believe that all pupils can achieve success in Geography through 

high expectations, adaptive teaching and a carefully sequenced curriculum which supports both breadth and 

depth of learning. 

At the beginning of each new topic, pupils complete a Thinking Frame linked to the overarching enquiry 

question. This allows teachers to assess prior knowledge, vocabulary and understanding whilst giving pupils 



  

 

 

Page 24 

the opportunity to share initial ideas and geographical understanding. At the end of the topic, pupils revisit 

their Thinking Frame using a different coloured pen to add new learning, vocabulary and understanding. This 

demonstrates clear progression in knowledge and enables pupils to reflect on how their understanding has 

developed throughout the unit. 

Each Geography lesson begins with a “Sticky Question” retrieval activity which revisits key learning from the 

previous lesson. These low-stakes retrieval opportunities are designed to strengthen long-term memory, 

revisit geographical vocabulary and help pupils make links across lessons, places and geographical themes. 

Retrieval practice plays a key role in helping pupils know more and remember more over time. 

At the end of each lesson, pupils complete an “ERIC’s Key Question Quiz” which assesses understanding of 

the lesson’s core knowledge and concepts. These quizzes provide immediate feedback for both pupils and 

teachers, allowing misconceptions to be addressed quickly and informing future planning and teaching 

sequences. 

Each topic culminates in a class debate based on the overarching enquiry question. Through these debates, 

pupils revisit and synthesise the knowledge gained throughout the unit, applying geographical skills such as 

enquiry, fieldwork, observation, comparison, analysis and communication. Pupils are encouraged to 

articulate opinions, justify viewpoints using evidence and engage respectfully with alternative perspectives, 

developing both geographical understanding and high-quality oracy skills. 

Pupils’ progress is continually monitored through retrieval activities, questioning, discussion, written 

outcomes, quizzes, pupil voice, fieldwork activities and teacher observations. Assessment information is 

used to ensure all pupils make strong progress from their starting points and achieve age-related 

expectations. 

7.2 Subject Leader Monitoring 

Subject leader monitoring will include: 

• Work sampling to ensure progression in geographical knowledge, vocabulary and disciplinary skills; 

• Pupil discussions to assess understanding, retention and depth of learning; 

• Monitoring planning to ensure full curriculum coverage, progression and effective use of enquiry 

questions; 

• Monitoring the effective use of retrieval practice and assessment strategies; 

• Checking opportunities for high-quality oracy, discussion, debate, reading and writing across the 

curriculum; 

• Monitoring pupils' understanding and application of geographical vocabulary; 

• Monitoring the development of fieldwork, map work and geographical enquiry skills; 

• Climate walks and lesson visits; 

• Gathering and responding to stakeholder voice, including pupils; 
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• Monitoring links to PSHE, British Values, Relationships Education, Equality and Behaviours for 

Learning. 

 

Subject leaders will: 

• Work collaboratively with teachers to ensure pupils are supported and challenged effectively; 

• Monitor attainment and progress across the subject; 

• Identify priorities for development through ongoing evaluation; 

• Contribute to whole-school improvement priorities and support the implementation of relevant 

actions within the School Development Plan. 

7.3 Recording 

In Geography, pupils will record their learning in the following ways: 

• Topic books or folders 

• Reception-Tapestry Learning Journey and class photo book 

This may take the form of photographs, pictures, notes or written work, and may be worksheet-based or 

fully independent. 

 

8. Resources 

8.1 Textbooks and other equipment 

Maps, photographs, globes, atlas’, textbooks, online resources. Topic based resources located in top floor of 

School House.  

8.2 Enhancing the Curriculum 

We intend to inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people. Our teaching equips 

pupils with knowledge about places and people; resources in the environment; physical and human 

processes; formation and use of landscapes. We also intend children to develop geographical skills: 

collecting and analysing data; using maps, globes, aerial photographs and digital mapping to name and 

identify countries, continents and oceans; and communicating information in a variety of ways. We intend 

children to enjoy and love learning about geography by gaining this knowledge and skills, not just through 

experiences in the classroom, but also with the use of fieldwork and educational visits. 
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9. Roles and responsibilities 

9.1 Headteacher 

The headteacher at our school will: 

• Support the subject leader but also hold them to account for the effectiveness of the subject 

• Ensure subject action plans are suitable 

• Monitor the quality of resources 

• Support staff through the provision of training and resources 

• Monitor the planning and delivery of the subject 

• Ensure the requirements of the National Curriculum are met 

• Ensure this policy is reviewed according to the timescales set out  

• Monitor pupil and parent engagement with the subject 

9.2 Subject leader 

The subject leaders at our school will: 

• Prepare and review subject policy and curriculum plans 

• Promote the study of the subject throughout the school 

• Monitor the teaching and assessment of the subject 

• Attend appropriate CPD  

• Stay informed regarding developments in the study and teaching of the subject 

• Evaluate resources 

• Provide training and CPD to staff on the subject curriculum and its delivery, and keep them informed 

about subject developments nationally  

• Assess the impact of the subject curriculum on pupils’ learning and development 

• Make presentations to governors on the subject and how it is being taught 

9.3 Governing Body 

The Governing Body at our school will: 

 Monitor the impact of the subject across the school and on pupils   
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 Monitor teacher workload and professional development 

 Keep up to date with the curriculum (what's taught, why it's taught, and how it's taught) 

 

9.4 Classroom teacher 

Classroom teachers at our school will: 

 Teach and assess the subject according to the principles laid out in this policy 

 Report to the subject leader 

 Maintain subject knowledge and appropriate CPD 

 

10. Inclusion 

Teachers set high expectations for all pupils in Geography. They will use appropriate assessment to set 

ambitious targets and plan challenging work for all groups, including: 

• More able pupils 

• Pupils with low prior attainment 

• Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds 

• Pupils with special educational needs (SEN) 

• Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL) 

Teachers will plan lessons so pupils with SEN and/or disabilities can study Geography, wherever possible, 

and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving. 

Teachers will also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not English. Lessons will be 

planned so that teaching opportunities help pupils to develop their English, and to support pupils to take 

part in Geography. 

Further information can be found in our statement of equality information and objectives, and in our SEN 

policy and information report. 

 

11. Links to other policies 

This subject policy links to the following policies and procedures: 
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 Curriculum Policy 

 Assessment policy 

 Feedback and Marking policy 

 SEN policy 

 

12. Monitoring and review 

This policy will be reviewed by staff and trustees every 2 years  


